
BURROUGHS COMMUNITY SCHOOL  
PTA MEETING MINUTES – September 22, 2020 

President: Lekha Gupta-Badjie 
Treasurer: Abbie Wozniak 
Volunteer Coordinator: Erin Albu 
 
Welcome & Introductions 

Starting our PTA meeting, we welcome everyone attending.  

This meeting is held via Zoom, because we continue to follow Covid-19 distancing since 
March. The PTA meeting presentation is shared onscreen via the Zoom session. Link to 
presentation here. 

Our Team/Officers of the PTA 

We introduced the collaborative spirit of our team and the officers serving on the board 
including the Vice President candidate to be elected in. We are a fun team of parent 
volunteers! 

Abigail Wozniak: Treasurer 

Volunteer Coordinator: Erin Albu 

Lekha Gupta-Badjie: President 

Tricia Madden: Vice President candidate 

Goals of the PTA 

Lekha presented the goals of the PTA and reiterated the outreach of beyond just 
Burroughs: 

1. support school goals through fundraising and volunteering including considering 
district-wide needs for ALL children and families 

2. promote parent involvement 
3. build a community of parents, teachers, and staff 

Next, Lekha talked about how the PTA takes pride in: 

● having diverse leadership- the PTA board is an all-women board along with 2 
BIPOC Board members - Lekha Gupta-Badjie and Ang Legeing (our past 
Secretary who switched school districts and is no longer part of the Board). 

● striving towards equity: that the PTA funds school programs like all-school picnic, 
fundraisers like the Book Fair and Readathon, which are all-school efforts. We 
impact ALL families at Burroughs. 

● standing with the National PTA position statement against institutional racism.   
○ PTA checklist to expand inclusion? 
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Officer Election: Tricia Madden for VP Role 

Lekha Gupta-Badjie introduces the motion and goes over the MNPTA rules for 
conducting online voting. According to ARTICLE II: EMERGENCY BYLAWS - 
MEETINGS Addendum to Article X: Meetings, speakers must identify themselves when 
they begin speaking. Votes must be taken by roll call and reflected in the meeting 
minutes. 

The PTA holds a verbal roll call vote with all PTA members and Board in favor of the 
motion. Tricia Madden is voted in as the Vice President for school year 2020-2021 and 
the following year as President for the next school year.  

Committee Updates: Erin Albu  

Erin Albu, the Burroughs Volunteer Coordinator moderates the different committees 
presenting.  

Erin Albu introduces herself and that she has been in the role for the past year.  

Maggie Skrypek presents a Mindfulness committee update.  She welcomes new 
parents on the committee and is holding a planning meeting on Thursday evening, 9/24.  
All are invited to attend, if interested in joining the committee or finding out more about 
this area. 

Lara Tickle presents on EZ Bucks.  

● Download the new Box Tops app to scan Box Tops packaging and scan receipts.  
In the past, this program has earned the school approx $2,000 annually.  With 
the switch to the app, we are only on track to earn appox $200 this year.  
Downloading the app and switching to the new process is essential for this 
fundraising effort to thrive. 

● Check out Shop with Scrip to earn money for Burroughs through this quick and 
easy service.  Buy gift cards as gifts, or for your everyday purchases, and earn 
money for our school.  It’s that easy!  Go here to sign up for an account and start 
earning: https://shop.shopwithscrip.com 

● Our next Dining for Dollars event is on Tuesday, October 6th at Orale Mexican 
Eats.  Please see Bulletin and Facebook for details. 

Rebecca White presented on Book Fair.  Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we will hold the 
fall book fair online.  We briefly discussed Scholastic dollars and how these can be used 
by teachers and staff to purchase supplied for their classroom.  We have appox $5,000 
accumulated in Scholastic dollars, but approx $3,500 are ear-mared for RAT prize 
redemption by students.  Rebecca and the PTA exec team are working on distributing 
Scholastic dollars equitably across staff.  We will earn 25% of sales in Scholatic dollars 
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this fall.  We typically earn approx $17,000 in sales from our fall in-person book fair.  
Last spring, we had sales of approx $1200 in the online fair and earned approx $300 in 
Scholastic dollars. 

  

PTA Survey: Alignment with the Community 

Lekha presented two main themes from the survey that was conducted at the start of 
the school year 2020-2021. Out of the 33 respondents, the majority voiced having the 
PTA supporting distance learning efforts. Lekha mentioned that in our budget we have 
committed to supporting enrichment initiatives in the classroom that align with this need. 
Complete survey results would be available on the Burroughs website. 

 
How it works 

Lekha presented the following points and encouraged membership engagement and 
participation as PTA Board members can only vote up to $200 for requests that come 
in. She talked about a few Facebook requests that had come up this summer.  

● We budget, we fundraise, and we spend all in one year. 
● We are legally accountable! 

○ PTA Executive team can vote up to $200 if a request comes in. 
We did that for a district-wide supply drive this summer. 

○ Anything above $200 requires a membership vote. Your vote counts, so 
be at the table! 

Treasurer Update: 

Abbie Wozniak presented the budget and took a different approach this year. Instead of 
going line-by-line items, she provided a broader outlook: 

- We budget conservatively and historically we’ve raised more than what we’ve 
budgeted and this led to a surplus that has accumulated over the years.  

- We do not feel that a fall fundraiser/auction substitute is appropriate this year 
given the current climate in our city, our country, and our world.  We will give our 
community options to donate and channels to do so.  Two options presented 
were via Achieve district-wide funds and Burroughs PTA general fund.  We feel 
that our community members can decide on their own if and where to donate. 
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- FEJ request: One of the committees that graciously scaled back their original 
budget of $3,000 to $1,000 this year. Due to an increased and focus effort in this 
area, the committee requested to restore their budget back to $3,000.  This was 
presented and orally approved via membership vote. 

 

Kid A: 

 Matt Rittenhouse, Burroughs parent and Founder of Kid A, presented this 
program as a fundraising option for our school community.  Kid A is an environmentally-
focused company that exists to help parents re-sell their kids’ used gear and equipment 
and select a charitable organization to donate all/part of their proceeds.  Kid A manages 
the donation aspect and makes it easy for parents to sell their used stuff.  A question 
was brought up about whether this service fits within the Burroughs PTA by-laws.  The 
exec team will look into that.  Based on comments in the chat, many parents are 
interested in learning more about this.  We will circle back in a future meeting. 

 

State of the School Update: 

 Principal Ana Bartl gave an update on the school and district.  Main areas 
discussed were Distance Learning and CDD.   

Distance Learning: School enrollment has dropped by approximately 100 
students.  No known timeline as to when students will be back in the building.  Moving 
to a phase 2.5 is being discussed at the district level, but it is unknown at this time what 
that entails.  Principal Bartl will report back with more information as soon as it is 
received.   

CDD is moving forward as scheduled.  We should have information in October 
regarding registering and procedures for next year.  Principal Bartl indicated that current 
families would be given the option to request Burroughs for enrollment, even if outside 
the future boundary area.  The school is projected to be at approx 350 students next 
year with current changes in place.  Principal Bartl doubts that the district would keep 
enrollment at that number given the capacity of our building. 


